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SYNOPSIS 
This study is concerned with the utilization 
of land vested in Land Reform Commission under the 
Law No: 1 of 1 9 7 2 and (Amendment) Law No: 3 9 of 1 9 7 5 . 
The discussion in the study has been carried 
out in three Parts. Part I is introductory. It provides 
the information about the background to land reformer , 
the obstacles and other aspects in relation to land reform 
in various countries. It also discusses the historical 
perspective of land reform in Sri Lanka while special 
attention is drawn to the land tenure patterns, availability 
of land and other aspects such as land settlements. A 
review of the Sri Lanka's Land ReforQ Laws are also 
discussed in the Part I. The provisions, objectives and 
method of payment of coapensation of the law are discussed 
separately. 
Part II comprises the analytical section of the 
study. It emphasizes the impact of land problem on the 
economy, the nature of land problem and the settlement 
planning. The the extents of lands ecsted in the Land 
Reform Commission under Stage I of 1 9 7 2 and Stage II of 
1 9 7 5 are discussed. In order to see whether the actual 
utilization pattern of the various lands vested in the 
Commission three case studies from Colombo District are 
done. These three case studies are engaged in three 
different major land managing organizations such as 
Janatha Estate Development Bgard, State Plantations 
Corporation and Electoral Land Reform Cooperative 
Societies and Co-operative Settlements, This discussion 
is followed by an examination of the employment generation, 
settlement planning, management, yield figures and other 
factors of land reform. The position before and after 
the take over of the land is generally compared. 
Part III of the study includes the conclusions 
and recommendations. In this chapter, the various 
development perspectives were over viewed with the general 
informations. 
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INTRODUCTION 
My reason for the choice of this subject is 
not only because it is an important one but it is a new 
concept within the context of Sri Lanka. No contemporary 
social change in the industrial or non-industrial countries 
is comparable in scope. Land tenure problems are serious 
hindrances to both the adoption of improved technology and 
the development of a vigorous and dynamic peasant society. 
Though no doubt combined with related conditions, it preserves 
two worlds in one society - the one world of bare subsistence 
and inaccessibility to opportunities to change and betterment, 
and the other world of relative comfort and access to or 
aspiration of, what the technology of the twentieth century 
offered to people around the world* 
My initial interest for changing the existing 
tenure structure was counhed in planning terms. The economic 
retionale for tenure changes and the establishment of a 
land structure consistent with the objective of increasing 
agricultural productivity which includes employment genera­
tion, income redistribution and the improvement of facilities 
to people who depend on agriculture. The attainment of 
these objectives through a structural change like land 
reform cannot be viewed in a specific period of time, as 
this type of change takes a long time. Without the structu»al 
changes the economic objectives cannot be achieved. Historical 
experience shows us that no society has achieved modernization 
without a radical transformation of its feudalistic land 
structure* 
As far as Sri Lanka is concerned there is 
plenty of rhetoric and much legislation introduced 
within the existing socio-political framework which 
ended in failure. The main reason forthis failure may be 
the way the reforms were formulated and their implementa­
tion. 
The legislations of Sri Lanka which was enacted 
in 1 9 7 2 and 1 9 7 5 could be said to be satisfactorily 
contributing to the reform of the land tenure structure. 
On top of that the objectives of the new legislations 
pinpoint the fact that the effective utilization of land 
is a major issue of the Law. 
In this exercise, I am trying to discuss the 
utilization of land, vested in the Commission, before and 
after the take over. I should mention that it is difficult 
to arrive at firm conclusions as the process of reform is 
in a transitional period. Nevertheless, I have selected 
three properties under three different institutions which 
came under the Land Reform Commission in order to gain 
some general knowledge as to whether the objectives of 
the reform are likely to be achieved. 
The objectives of the Study; 
(a) Evaluate the utilization of land vested 
in the Commission under the two Laws namely 
Land Reform Law No: 1 of 1 9 7 2 and Amendment 
Law No: 3 9 of 1 9 7 5 . 
(b) Examine the impact of such utilization 
on the development of the economy 
(c) Discuss an integrated approach which 
might form an effective land utilization 
pattern 
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